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Date of notice of decision: 16 May 2016 
Summary of reasons for decision: 

‘Wicked Camper DZQ882’ is a campervan offered for hire by a business known as Wicked 
Campers. These campervans are predominantly hired by overseas tourists who travel around 
New Zealand on a limited budget, and are commonly seen throughout New Zealand on roads 
and at backpacker destinations. This campervan and several others were submitted for 
classification on behalf of the Commissioner of Police under sl3(l)(ab) of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). The Classification Office received 
photographs of the images and text that appear on the front, the back and on both sides of the 
campervan in order to be able to examine it for classification. 

Two sides of the campervan depict characters from ‘The Simpsons’ television series, one of 
whom is holding a bong (but not smoking it). A speech bubble displays the satirical message, 
“And this whole time I’ve been smoking harmless tobacco.” The sole reference to drug use — the 
image of a bong - is quite limited without supporting material, and the text focuses on tobacco 
rather than cannabis. The link to the use of an illegal drug is too tenuous to allow the conclusion 
that the images and text on the campervan promote or encourage the use of an illegal drug. While 
the Classification Office must be concerned about any potential use of favourite television 




characters to promote or encourage criminal acts, in this case only one image raises the question 
of promotion or encouragement for the use of an illegal dmg. It does not do so in a manner 
likely to make enough of an impression on young viewers to justify restricting the campervan 
from them, an outcome that would in effect be banning its use as a campervan. Unlike the text 
and images on the previously classified ‘Wicked Camper JLT886’, Wicked Camper GCT799’ and 
Wicked Camper JKC408’, where there was a clearly promotional aspect, there are no strongly 
credible references to cannabis or to any other illegal drug on Wicked Camper DZQ882’. 

There is a sexual joke on the back of the campervan, considered under s3A, which allows an age- 
related restriction for the use of highly offensive language if it is likely to cause serious harms to 
persons under a specified age. If the joke, or the sexual terms it uses, were likely to cause serious 
harm it would be at a low level. At most the text on the back of the campervan would warrant a 
correspondingly low level of restriction. However, the Classification Office finds that because 
serious harm arising from the text on the back of the campervan has not been identified, a 
restriction is not required. To impose a ban or restriction on this campervan would be neither 
reasonable nor justified. 

The Classification Office understands that there may well be many in the community, including 
parents, who are unhappy with the unrestricted rating of this publication - particularly given the 
offensive language and sexual reference prominently displayed on the rear of the campervan. 

Classification of publications under the FVPC Act requires balancing injury to the public good 
with the right to freedom of expression. Lawmakers of the day did not place significant weight 
on offence as an injury to the public good. This was not an oversight. The threshold for 
restricting the right to freedom of expression was set at a high level and the powers of the State 
are focussed on reduction and prevention of harm to avoid unnecessary interference by the State 
in the lives of New Zealanders. 

Reference to the decision of the Classification Office on Wicked Camper GCT798’ enables a 
better understanding of the difference between harm and offence. The joking sexual reference in 
that case serves to normalise a highly degrading, dehumanising and misogynistic sexual practice - 
causing a real risk of harm to members of the public, including children and young people, who 
view that reference and are influenced by it. On the other hand, the rear of Wicked Camper 
DZQ882’ contains puerile, schoolboy humour that plays on alternative meanings of a highly 
offensive word. 

Nevertheless, the Classification Office acknowledges the high level of public concern in relation 
to offensive content of the type displayed on this particular campervan. Dealing effectively with 
content that is offensive, but not otherwise gready harmful, is far from clear-cut in New Zealand 
at present but in the framework set by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, classificadon 
decisions must be reasonable and demonstrably justifiable. In this case a restriction would be an 
unreasonable limitadon on the right to freedom of expression. 



